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Introduction

reactions (McNally, 2003)

« Lifetime prevalence of partial PTSD is estimated to be
between 6.6% (Davidson et al., 1991) and 15%
(Helzer, Robins, & McEvoy, 1987)

« Elevated levels of anxiety sensitivity (AS; i.e., the fear
of anxiety symptoms) has been considered a
vulnerability factor for the development of PTSD
(Taylor, 2005) and linked to greater PTSD symptom
severity (Lang, Kennedy, & Stein, 2002); however, it
has not been investigated within the context of partial
PTSD

» The purpose of the current study was to investigate
AS in participants with PTSD, partial PTSD and no
PTSD
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Method

« Partial PTSD was defined using the PCL-C with the
following criteria:
« Full criteria for Criterion A (Traumatic Experience)
« Full criteria for Criterion B (Reexperiencing)
« Full criteria for either Criterion C or D, but not both
(Avoidance & Numbing, and Hyperarousal)

« To meet full criteria participants had to score at least
a 3 out of 5 on the PCL-C scale

« Participants were divided into the following groups:
 Probable PTSD (n = 86)
* Probable partial PTSD (77 = 25)
* No PTSD (n=124)

Results

« Results indicated that AS was significantly higher in
participants with probable PTSD, F (2, 223) = 27.46, p
< .01, relative those with probable partial PTSD and
no PTSD (see Figure 1)

« For the ASI subscales (see Figures 2-4):
 Physical Concerns
« The probable PTSD group scored higher than those
in the no PTSD group, F(2, 226) = 18.19, p <. 01
« Mental Incapacitation Concerns
« The probable PTSD group scored higher than those
in the probable partial PTSD and no PTSD groups,
F(2, 229) = 26.26, p <. 01
« Social Concerns
« The probable PTSD group scored higher than those
in the probable partial PTSD and no PTSD groups,
F(2, 228) = 15.21, p <. 01

« Increasing levels of AS may be a distinguishing factor

« The only indicator on which PTSD and partial PTSD

* Further research is also needed with clinical and at-

Discussion

between those who develop full PTSD and those who
do not, possibly on an interactive continuum

participants scored similarly was the Physical

Concerns subscale of the ASI

« Future research is needed to investigate the link
between the physical concerns aspect of AS,
chronic pain, and partial PTSD

risk populations to examine whether these findings
are generalizable across these groups

Figure 1. Mean Total ASI scores for the three groups
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Figure 2. Mean ASI physical concerns subscale scores for the
three groups
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Figure 3. Mean ASI mental incapacitation concerns subscale
scores for the three groups
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Figure 4. Mean ASI social concerns subscale scores for the

three groups
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*For a copy of this poster please visit www.uregina.ca/anxietylab



